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Address: 28837 Beck Road, Wixom, MI, 48393 

Webpage: http://tacam.org 

 

About TACAM 

 

Turkish American Cultural Association of Michigan, 

founded in 1972, follows the philosophy of Mustafa Kemal 

Atatürk, founder of the Turkish Republic, who stated: “Culture is 

the foundation of the Turkish Republic.” His view of culture 

encompassed the nation’s creative legacy as well as the best 

values of world civilization. It stressed personal and universal 

humanism. “Culture,” he said “is a basic element in being a 

person worthy of humanity,” and described Turkey’s ideological 

thrust as “a creation of patriotism blended with a lofty humanist 

ideal.” Thus, TACAM wants to instill this philosophy into all 

Turkish-Americans living in Michigan. 

The purpose of this association is to foster, promote, plan, and 

execute programs aimed at improving the economic, social, 

educational, general welfare, and other humanitarian activities of 

the Turkish community in the State of Michigan and elsewhere. 

President's Message 
 

   Dear Friends, 

We are pleased to publish this year’s 

newsletter with an extensive content that 

covers a long list of events, news from the 

community, newborns, deaths, success 

stories and more. We have been regularly 

publishing this newsletter thanks to the 

dedicated work of our past president and 

current secretary Dr. Nilüfer Esen-Bilgin. 

The ties between TACAM and Turkish 

community are stronger thanks to her 

devotion over the years.  

During my first year as TACAM president, our organization 

flourished further with the grand opening of Atatürk Park in May and 

Republic Ball in November. Both initiatives were a result of months 

of preparation by Atatürk Park Committee presided by Dr. Esen-

Bilgin and Republic Ball Committee presided by Aynur Yeni. These 

committees and Board of Directors of this and last year worked hard 

to make them possible.  

In 2019, TACAM has also made strides in our outreach 

activities. During this year, Outreach Committee headed by Tunç 

Kulaksız was able to receive nine proclamations from cities, a record 

number by any organization in the USA. As part of our outreach, 

TACAM board members had a trip to Washington D.C. to attend the 

40th Anniversary of Assembly of Turkish American Associations 

Conference in October 2019. Our vice president Gökhan Özalp is 

also the president of ATAA. At the business meeting after the 

conference Dr. Esen-Bilgin was elected as Secretary. Despite the 

challenges both financial and political, ATAA will continue to be the 

voice of Turkish American especially in issues pertinent to Turkish 

culture and heritage in the USA. I urge all our TACAM family to 

consider becoming individual members of ATAA. 

At the end of 2019, a group of high school students approached 

us with their interest in becoming more involved in our outreach 

activities. Of course, coming from the youth, our future leaders, 

TACAM board enthusiastically accepted the offer. Since then, 

TACAM Student Leadership Program is established under the 

supervision of our Education Committee. You will read more 

detailed information about their activities and future plans in this 

issue.  As these new leaders emerge, I would like to ask all of you to 

support these young leaders so that they become the leaders of 

tomorrow. 

As we look forward to new events, programs, and initiatives in 

2020, I would like everyone to continue supporting TACAM by 

attending our events, inviting your friends and family to our 

programs, becoming or renewing your membership, and more 

importantly volunteering to be actively involved in our mission. I 

hope you will enjoy the rest of the newsletter.  

Dr. Mehmet Erdem Yaya 

 

 If you were born and raised in Turkey and miss many cultural connections… 

 If you were born into Turkish parents… 

 If you have visited Turkey and enjoyed the culture… 

 If you have served or worked in Turkey and have fond memories… 

 If you are interested in learning about Turkish culture and history… 

 If you fell in love with a Turkish person and married into Turkish culture… 

 Then, Turkish American Cultural Association of Michigan Welcomes You! 

mailto:contact@tacam.org
http://tacam.org/
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News from Turkish-American Community in Michigan 
Newborns 

 

 

  
 
Kathleen and Daniel Selahi 
Durusoy had their second boy 
Rafael Cyprian Durusoy on Mar 11, 
2019. He is the little brother of 
Onurcan (7). Congratulations to 
both Kathleen and Daniel, and we 
wish Rafael a long, healthy, and 
happy life. 
 

 
Drs. Birce and Onur Türkoğlu 
had their first baby Sanat Yaz 
on Mar 22, 2019. 
Congratulations to both Birce 
and Onur. We wish Sanat Yaz 
a long, healthy, and happy 
life. 

 
Derya and Kutsal Berberoğlu 
had their second child Ender 
on April 25, 2019. Derin was 
also happy to have a little 
brother. Congratulations to 
both Derya and Kutsal, and 
we wish Ender a long, 
healthy, and happy life. 

 
 
Dilan Şahin Baluch gave birth to 
their first baby girl on July 18, 
2019. Congratulations to both 
Dilan and John. We wish Ela 
Rae Baluch a long, healthy, and 
happy life.  

 

 

 Farewell
 
 

 
 

Our friends Selen and Oytun Soysal with their son Derin (9), and daughter 
Deniz (14) were living in Michigan since August 2017 and involved with TACAM 
as soon as they had settled.  Unfortunately they decided to move to Washington, 
D.C. in June 2017 due to a better job opportunity.  Despite relatively short time 
they lived in Michigan, they became a good friend of many of us. Oytun is also a 
talented guitar player and was part of the amateur Turkish music groups and 
performed in TACAM at several occasions.  We wish the best for them and hope 
to see them back in Michigan.    

  

Obituary 
  

Although we did not say goodbye forever to anyone that we know of in the community in 

2019, we were deeply saddened with  the news that TACAM past president Ersin Bakraktar 

(63, born in Muğla) has passed away on Jan 12, 2020 in NY after a long battle with cancer. 
He is survived by his beloved wife Caryn, son Kenan, daughter Amber, son in law Nathan, 
and three grandchildren. Ersin Bayraktar was a long time Michigan resident and worked as a 
general manager at the Spartans food company for many years. He served at TACAM as 
president from 1996 to 1997. He and his wife decided to move to New York to start a family 
owned restaurant business during the early 2000. His sense of humor and joyful character 
are couple things among many others that will be remembered by all. 
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Newlyweds 

 Bir Yastıkta kocayın
 

  

 

 

 

TACAM past treasurer Kerem Baṣtürk and Şafak got married on July 7, 2019 in 

Büyükçekmece,  Istanbul. Kerem is working as a senior financial system analyst in 
a company in Michigan. Safak is a Ph.D. candiate at thef Industrial and Systems 
Engineering department of  State University of New York.  We congratulate both 
and wish them a happily lived long life. 

 

 

 

 

TACAM current board member Kerim Ali Yılmaz who is a 
software engineer at Advanced Genomics Core at U-M got married 
to Yıldız Tufan on August 25, 2019 in Ankara. His close friend 
Cabir Yavuz of our Michigan community was among those 
attended the wedding. Currently Yıldız is in Turkey waiting the 
greencard process completed. We congratulate both and hope she 
can join him as soon as possible so that we can have chance to  
make a celebration here as well.  

 
 
 
 

Murat Ahmed, a third generation Michigander of the Ahmed 
Family, the older son of TACAM past president Leyla Ural-
Ahmed and TACAM past board of Trustees member Ferid 
Ahmed, got married to Katherine McKenzie, daughter of 
Elizabeth and Paul McKenzie, on July 16, 2019 in Chicago.  
Before the wedding Leyla organized a very nice henna party 
with traditional dances and costumes in Detroit Yacht Club in 
Michigan on May 18, 2019, which also gave an opportunity to 
those who could not attend the wedding to express their best 
wishes to the couple. 

We congratulate both and wish them a happy and long lasting 
marriage. 
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Kathie’s Henna Party: An inspiration of Henna Night Tradition in Turkish Culture 

In a sunny warm May day in Michigan we had the joy of having a henna party in Michigan. A big fan of Turkish 
culture and traditions, Leyla Ahmed wanted to have a henna party for her daughter-in-law 
to be. She contacted me and Mine and asked for some help with the costumes and dances. 
We enthusiasticly accepted it. We were lucky to have TACAM folk dance costumes which 
were purchased with the donation of some TACAM and Mozaik Folk Dance Group members. 

In Turkish culture henna nights usually organized one or two nights before the wedding 
where the bride celebrates her big day with family members and friends before tying the 
knot. But in this case, due to other constraints it needed to be months before the wedding. In 

Turkey in recent years henna night that used to 
be a modest ceremony turned into a more of 
bacheloratte’s party. However, some features 
such as traditional dresses, candles, and 
singing a folk song called “Yüksek Yüksek 
Tepeler” (Those High Hills) remain a part of 
the ceremony. A henna night encompasses both joy and sorrow. The bride 
is happy because she gets together and have fun with family, friends, and 
relatives before the wedding, but sad 
at the same time because she’s leaving 
her family and home. Ceremonial part 
includes putting a small amount of 

henna, which is prepared as a paste and carried with a nicely decorated tray with 
candles around, into the palms of the bride. Henna is believed to have healing 
powers. Moreover, in Turkish belief henna ceremony symbolizes bride’s dedication, 
i.e. her commitment to her new family. This is completely different than the henna 
tradition in India where it is used more for esthetic purposes to decorate and get 
the bride ready for the wedding.  

For Kathie’s party Mine (Őzalp) organized twelve ladies who are attending the party and willing to participate in 
the traditional singing and dancing. Party started in the afternoon with some appetizers followed by a delicious lunch. 
Shortly after the desserts, we started to get ready in a changing room. Kathie has also dressed up a beautiful dress called 
“Bindallı”. We practiced a bit, candles were lit, and while the henna tray was 

carried by Lara we 
positioned at the enterence 
of the dining hall where 
other guests were sitting. 
Music started and we entered 
the room singing the song  
Yüksek Yüksek Teperler with 
slow halay steps, made a 
circle, and had the bride sit 
in the middle of the circle.  

The song brought tears to the eyes of many of us since it tells the story of the separation of a daugther from her family 
and is very sentimental. After a couple rounds groom also joined the bride at the center. As Leyla’s close friend Nilgün 

was about to put the henna into the palm of Kathie, we stated 
she could not open her palm which is a trick that tells the 
mother-in-law that she should “bribe” her with a gold coin, 
which is put into her palm with henna. After both the bride and 
the groom got their henna, their palms were wrapped with a 
napkin to keep it closed for a couple hours or overnight. The 
remaining henna is also shared with the guests. We continued 
dancing to the halay music with full of joy and happiness for 
the new couple, wishing them a very happy marriage.  

Kathie ermiş Murat’ına…   

Nilüfer Esen-Bilgin 

Photos by Erol Ahmed

L-R: Nilufer, Senay, Aynur, Beyza, Mine, Beste, Yesim, 
Tijen, Lara, Banu, Muge.Sitting: Ilkim and Leyla. 
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Mechanical engineer Fatma Koçer is recognized by Crain’s 

Detroit Business as the Most Notable Women in STEM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematic). She is 

currently the Vice President of Business Development 

Engineering at Altair. 
 

Fatoş is a long time TACAM member who supported our 

activities at various roles along with her husband Adil Burçin 

Poyraz.  

 

Beyza Sarıoğlu is also recognized for her distinguished 

leadership success and commitment as the Most Notable 

Women in STEM by Crain’s Detroit Business. She is currently 

the Head of Hybrid Electric Vehicle (HEV) for North America at 

Continental. 
 

Beyza is a long time TACAM member, served as a vice-president in 2006, board of director member in 2004, and 

board of trustee member in 2007. She is married to Güner Sarıoğlu who also has been actively involved with 

TACAM at various roles. 
 

Turkish American community members such as Fatoş and Beyza highlight the contribution of our community to 

Michigan. They will continue to inspire our youth with her success and accomplishments. 
 

We wholeheartedly congratulate both for their success! 

 

We are pleased to announce that Aslı Yashin, who is a current TACAM member and 

former executive board member, recently received Edward Jones Award for building 

client relationships. 

 

Yashin was one of 2,127 of the firm's 18,000 financial advisors to receive the Edward 

Jones Sr. Founders Award. 

 

The award is named after Edward Jones Sr., who founded the firm in 

1922 under the principle that financial advisors should be treated as 

business partners rather than employees. His insistence on always 

treating others with respect is one of his enduring contributions to 

the Edward Jones culture. 

 

 

Long time Turkish-American community and TACAM member Kemal 

Tarakçıoğlu recently won the 9-Ball World Qualifier of American Poolplayers 

Associations Kalamazoo Regional with his team and represented Michigan in 

the World Pool Championship in Las Vegas in August. 

 

Kemal has lived and worked in southeastern Michigan before moving to 

Portage, MI few years ago. He is currently providing software services with 

his own firm. His firm specializes in logistics and finance. 

Fatma Koçer Beyza Sarıoğlu 
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Melis Agabigum’s work has been selected to participate at the Growth & Evolution 

International Jewellery Exhibition in Kunming, China in Feb 2020. It is stated that: “The 

artists participate at Growth & Evolution International Jewellery Exhibition were 

selected by international authoritative juries and curators through public voting and 

selection. Finally, 150 international jewelry artists and jewelry designers were chosen 

among 458 outstanding applications.” 

Daughter of Oya and Dr. Mehmet Agabigum, Melis has been an amazing artist who 

studied bachelor degrees in fine arts at Eastern Michigan and University of Michigan. We 

are delighted to have her as part of our Turkish American community in Michigan. 

 

Ayse's Cafe of our dear friend Ayşe Uras is featured in USA Today's 

10Best.com as one of the ten best restaurants in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

This is an important achievement as other famous restaurants 

mentioned in the article are Zingerman's, Mani Osteria & Bar, 

Casablanca, and Ollie Food + Spirits. 

 

Takaturko FC, founded and managed by Turkish Michiganders, completed their Michigan United Soccer 

League (MUSL) 2019 season on October 27. On the 4th division for 30 years and older, Takaturko successfully 

finished the league in second place with 8 wins, 2 draws, and 4 losses in 14 games. For more details, see musl.net. 

The team is composed of many Turkish American 

players, but also had players from other countries of origin. 

Turkish, American, Albanian, Italian, Cameroonian, 

Mexican, and Chinese players put their effort for the success 

of our own Takaturko. 

TACAM collaborates with Takaturko every year with a 

breakfast event to raise funds for the team. Many current 

and past member of the Board of Directors are and were 

members of the team. 

Creating awareness for the Turkish heritage among 

Michiganders requires a collective and a comprehensive 

effort. Takaturko plays a minor but nevertheless irreplaceable role in these efforts. Every game they take the field, 

they remind the opposing team that there is Turkish community here in Michigan, and hey they have a very good 

soccer team!!! 

 

 

Current TACAM treasurer Tayfun Bilgin visited to congratulate 

TACAM President Dr, Mehmet Erdem Yaya at his new office. 

Effective January 1, 2020, Prof. Yaya has been appointed as the 

chair of the department of Economics at the Eastern Michigan 

University. We are proud to have such young successful 

academicians in the community.   
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New Engagements 

We are happy to announce that a High School Chapter of TACAM has been established with the initiative of 
our member Fatoş Koçer Poyraz. The program aims at giving an opportunity to the Turkish youth (grades 9-12) 
to develop their leadership skills through several charitable projects. The education and outreach committee 
members Banu Arslan, Özlem Atak, Fatoş Koçer, Müge Okuyucu, and Şenay Taşçıoğlu have met with several 
students interested in the program, and established the chapter in December 2019. 

The mission of the program is to preserve the Turkish heritage and culture while giving back to our 
community. The program serves both to high school age students by allowing them to improve their leadership 
skills, and resume (which is crucial in university admissions), and also Turkish community in Michigan as 
these students complement the activities of TACAM and work on social responsibility projects. Some of the 
projects that they plan on pursuing are:  

1) Free tutoring to elementary school students, 

2) Food and clothing drives to help people in need, 

3) Political activism through meetings with public officers. 

The current board members of the THSC are:       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Their first activity was during the Thanksgiving. They collected 240 items and $40.00 to donate to Food 

Gatherers. They also want to start a free tutoring as well as Turkish book reading sessions at TACAM for pre-K and 

Elementary school students in coming months. We are happy to see that young generation Turkish Michiganders 

are willing to involve with TACAM and charity activities. This would be a model for the other Turkish American 

Association. 
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 “Turkish Professionals US (Michigan)” LinkedIn Group has been established as a sub-group of “Turkish 
Professionals US” LinkedIn Group for people who lives in Michigan at September 2019.  

This group is aiming to support each other’s to purpose of information sharing, networking, job searching, 
advising, and sharing the business life experience in US.  

Uğur Çetin, who is the owner of the “Turkish Professionals US (Michigan)” LinkedIn Group, organizes 
networking events in different places like pubs, and restaurants at Metropolitan Detroit Area.  

Two events took in place in 2019. The first one, which was the kick off event, was a 
dinner event at “Ayse’s Café” – Ann Arbor on the 4th of October. It was an 
encouraging kick off for all group members where 33 people attendend. The second 
event took place in “Woodward Avenue Brewers” – Ferndale on the 16th of November 
with 16 attendees.  

Uğur encourages all Turkish Professionals, job seekers, students and the people, 
who want to socialize with other Turkish professionals, to join the “Turkish 
Professionals US (Michigan)” Group in LinkedIn, and attend the events which is 
announced on LinkedIn Group page 1-2 weeks prior to events. 

By using below link or QR Code you can join the LinkedIn group page.  

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12288328 

  

Since TACAM is a non-profit organization its interaction or 
involvement with politicians, congresspersons, or political activities are 
limited. Especially during the critical US-Turkey relations in 2019 it was 
felt that Turkish lobby did not successfully reach out to the 
congrespersons to explain the intensions of Turkey during the Peace 
Spring operation or to inform them about the historical facts such as the 
Armenian geocide claims during the discussions of HR or S resolutios. 
It is also dissappointing that Michigan is among the few states that does 
not have any congresperson in the Turkish caucus. Therefore a handfull 
of volunteers with the initiative of Hülya Erol-Garvett and Nilüfer Esen-
Bilgin have formed an unofficial Michigan Political Action Committee.  

The startegy of the committtee is to establish, maintain and grow relations by attending official events to 
network and to better understand the personality of the elected officials. Since it is not officially established, 

members of the committee have raised funding in collaboration with Turkish 
Coalition Midwest-PAC to encourage some MT politicians to be part of Turkish 
Caucus. Elissa Slotkin, Andy Levin, and Rebecca Lawrence are among the candiates 
for the caucus.   

 At variety occations they introduced themselves to Elissa Slotkin and Rebeca 
Lawrence creating an awareness about the Turkish community in Michigan. 

If you are interested to be part of the committee, you are welcome to join at the 
facebook site of Turkish Coalition Midwest PAC-Michigan 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/615933575813029/ 

    

https://www.facebook.com/groups/615933575813029/
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Meeting with the New Governor of Michigan 

On April 15, 2019, Chicago General Consul of Turkey Umut Acar visited the newly elected Michigan 
governor Gretchen Whitmer at her office at the Cadillac Building in Detroit. The main reason for this visit was to 
congratulate her and bring some of Turkey related issues to her attention. Hon. Umut Acar had kindly enrolled 
Honorary Council of Turkey in Michigan Nurten Ural, TACAM president Nilüfer Esen-Bilgin, vice-president 
Gökhan Özalp in his visiting party, who were welcomed warmly by the governor and her staffs. After 
introductions, Umut Acar expressed the importance of Michigan in trade opportunities with Turkey. He also 
brought to governor’s attention the neglected applications of the Turkish Michiganders to the past governor when 
the state education committee decided to include genocide topic in the cirruculum of K-12 grades. Nurten Ural 
mentioned about the initiaves and efforts to engage businessmen both from Michigan and Turkey. Gökhan and 
Nilüfer informed her about TACAM and Turks living in Michigan, and gave her a copy of the latest issue of our 
newsletter. Hon. Acar presented her a handmade porcelain ewer. Over all the 20-minute visit went very well and 
ended with taking a group picture. This was also the last visit of Hon. Acar to Michigan before his service ended in 
Chicago in September. 

   

TACAM Events in Media 

Seminar “Osmanlı Türbeleri”  

 https://forumusa.com/turk-toplumu/michiganda-istanbulda-osmanli-turbeleri-ve-roma-eserleri-konferansi/ 

Women’s Day Celebration  

https://forumusa.com/turk-toplumu/michigandaki-turk-dernegi-kadinlar-gunu-etkinliginde-turkiyedeki-2-kiz-

ogrenciye-burs-verdi/ 

Seminar “Göbekli Tepe”:  https://forumusa.com/turk-toplumu/michiganda-gobekli-tepe-konferansi-gerceklesti/ 

“Atatürk Park”:  

 https://forumusa.com/turk-toplumu/turkiye-disindaki-en-buyuk-Atatürk-parki-michiganda-aciliyor/ 

Gathering at Zeytin Restaurant: https://forumusa.com/turk-toplumu/michigandaki-turkler-bulustu/ 

Turkish Breakfast and Student support fund: 

 https://forumusa.com/turk-toplumu/michigandaki-turklerden-ogrencilere-burs-destegi/ 

Republic Day Ball: https://forumusa.com/turk-toplumu/yilmaz-morgul-cumhuriyet-bayrami-konseri-icin-

michigan-ve-ohioya-geliyor/?fbclid=IwAR1mSxFd536yjm9PChi6gh-

OhW3GQFOu7QN1ay2SsoxmfAbLMkZlhKMWkD4

https://forumusa.com/turk-toplumu/michiganda-istanbulda-osmanli-turbeleri-ve-roma-eserleri-konferansi/
https://forumusa.com/turk-toplumu/michigandaki-turk-dernegi-kadinlar-gunu-etkinliginde-turkiyedeki-2-kiz-ogrenciye-burs-verdi/
https://forumusa.com/turk-toplumu/michigandaki-turk-dernegi-kadinlar-gunu-etkinliginde-turkiyedeki-2-kiz-ogrenciye-burs-verdi/
https://forumusa.com/turk-toplumu/michiganda-gobekli-tepe-konferansi-gerceklesti/
https://forumusa.com/turk-toplumu/turkiye-disindaki-en-buyuk-ataturk-parki-michiganda-aciliyor/
https://forumusa.com/turk-toplumu/michigandaki-turkler-bulustu/
https://forumusa.com/turk-toplumu/michigandaki-turklerden-ogrencilere-burs-destegi/
https://forumusa.com/turk-toplumu/yilmaz-morgul-cumhuriyet-bayrami-konseri-icin-michigan-ve-ohioya-geliyor/?fbclid=IwAR1mSxFd536yjm9PChi6gh-OhW3GQFOu7QN1ay2SsoxmfAbLMkZlhKMWkD4
https://forumusa.com/turk-toplumu/yilmaz-morgul-cumhuriyet-bayrami-konseri-icin-michigan-ve-ohioya-geliyor/?fbclid=IwAR1mSxFd536yjm9PChi6gh-OhW3GQFOu7QN1ay2SsoxmfAbLMkZlhKMWkD4
https://forumusa.com/turk-toplumu/yilmaz-morgul-cumhuriyet-bayrami-konseri-icin-michigan-ve-ohioya-geliyor/?fbclid=IwAR1mSxFd536yjm9PChi6gh-OhW3GQFOu7QN1ay2SsoxmfAbLMkZlhKMWkD4
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We were proud to accomplish the openning of TACAM Atatürk Park in 2019 which was another 
cornerstone in TACAM history.  Since the establishment of TACAM in 1972, many fundamental and 
structural projects were accomplished successfully. The most paramount one was the purchase of the 
current property at 28847 Beck Road in Wixom in 1981. It was a turning point for TACAM. Over the 
years projects suchs as renovation of the building  (2012-14), and improvement of the parking lot and 
driveway (2017) were the efforts to make our building and property a place that all members would be 
proud of and happy to be part of it. 

TACAM property is quite large, close to 7 acres.  However more than half of it was wooded area and  not 
utilized. It was even not accessbile because of the falled trees and bushes. On the spring of 2015 I decided to 
walk through and see what is there. I could not walk through the all area but I saw beautiful wild daffodils 
erupted among the fallen trees and leaves. That inspired me the idea of turning the place into a park. Even 
my husband did not take me seriously when I mentioned my idea of having a park.  

 In the previous TACAM newsletter you can read the details of how the projects started. After the clearing of 
the area we had to wait until spring for the weather to be tolerable to work outside. In April, Tayfun, Mehmet 
and Necmi started to build the base for the Atatürk sculpture and the wall where the donors would be 

acknowledged. It was rainy and still cold for the concrete to to be set. Thus the progress was slower than we hoped. And it was 
the first time for Tayfun and Erdem to do such a construction and they were learning it mainly from youtube videos! 
Meanwhile, a new sign for Atatürk Park was ordered. I prepared the content of the display units decribing the life of Atatürk, 
his principles, revolutions, Kemalism, and the thoughts of other world leaders about him and sent them for print.  In Toronto, 
our sculpture Ruhi Tuna who was working on the Atatürk bust was also not happy about wearther being not warm enough. 
We, especially Tayfun and Erdem worked hard, diligently, and enthusiastically every 
possible week days and weekends.  When we entered the last week before the opening 
ceremony, the base was the Atatürk bust was ready, the donor-tree wall was erected, the 
sign was installed, lanscape around the base decorated, and tulips were planted. Three days 
before the openning cermony Ruhi bey brought the statue from Toronto, and helped with 
its installation. He was also very happy to see our park and proud to be part of this project. 
The day before the opening, display units were installed at the 6 different locations in the 
park, symbolic gate at the enterence of the park was installed, and after finishing some 
small details and cleaning  the area and the building, we were ready for the openning the 
next day on May 19. I am very lucky to have and proud of my husband Tayfun and friends 
like Erdem, Necmi, and Kerim without whom this would not be possible to accomplish. 
You will find more pictures of the construction at the link: https://youtu.be/SZA3YWFUklU 

On May 19, we were very exited, because we would be celebrating  not only the 100th anniversary of the start of Turkish 
Independence war on May 19,1919, but also the opening of our Atatürk Park the largest in the USA. The opening ceremony 
started at 1 pm. We had more than 100 guests not only from Michigan but also from Windsor and Cleveland. After the 
opening remarks by me, the new TACAM president Mehmet Erdem, honorary council Nurten Ural, and profesor Paul Kubicek 
of Oakland University, we opened the statue with an ovation by the crowd, cut the ribbon at the enterance gate, then started to 

trek at the park path with a group of guests. Almost half 
way through, the weather played a nasty trick with a 
sudden downpour soaking everyone wet by the time we 
came back to the building. Despite that we continued the 
program inside with food service and a concert by Dilek 
Engin, Ben Fuhrman, and Murat Ulaşır. This was followed 
by a bağlama concert by Tayfun Őzdemir accompanied by 
Murat Ulaşır. Although the weather prevented us from 
enjoying the park further on that day, many visited and 

enjoyed it since then and congratulated us, which, of course, makes us happy. It makes 
me even happier since I have seen my dream came through. 

TACAM team ready for the opening 

Proud Turkish Michiganders on May 19, 2019 Ataturk Park Donors Tree as of June 2019 

Ben Fuhrman, Dilek Engin & 
Murat Ulaṣır M. Ulaṣır & Tayfun Őzdemir 

Nilüfer Esen-Bilgin 

https://youtu.be/SZA3YWFUklU
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During their trip to Michigan in May 2019, we had a chance to sit and talk about Turkish community and TACAM 
with past president Celal Çolak (CÇ), his beloved wife and TACAM secretary Ayşegül Çolak (AÇ), and their radiologist son 
Kaya Çolak (KÇ). The Çolak family is now residing in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. We hope you will enjoy reading our 
conversation.   
MY: Can you tell us a bit about your story of migrating to the US?  
CÇ: In 1956, I graduated from the Istanbul University with a degree in medicine. In 1958, I came to Dayton, OH for the 
purpose of learning English and pursuing an internship. Following year, I completed my education in internal medicine in 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. I returned to Turkey, got married to Ayşegül and practiced medicine in Turkey until 

1965. That year, we decided to move abroad, and our first stop was London, Ontario. After we 
spent 10 months there, we moved to Michigan. 
AÇ: I was expecting Kaya in London, Ontario, and just because Celal wanted to have the birth 
in the US, we crossed the border three days before the birth with a U-Haul. Our first stop was a 
small hotel on Woodward Ave., Detroit for $7 a night. 
MY: What is the rest of the story after this? How did you spend the first few years in Michigan?  
AÇ: Immediately after the birth, we moved to Bloomfield Hills. We were told it was a good 
neighborhood and the school system was excellent too. After a few years in this house, we had 
to move to West Bloomfield. That house was much newer and bigger. We needed the space as 
we had a large family with four kids and we always had guests in our house, relatives. 
CÇ: I had doctor offices first in Berkeley, then in Utica. I generally worked alone without a 
partner. Later years, I also worked as  a doctor at call, visiting different hospitals, patients in 
Detroit.  
AÇ: I first completed my bachelor’s degree in English in Oakland University. Then, I 

completed my master’s degree in psychology at Eastern Michigan University. With this degree, I worked long years in a 
hospital in Novi until our retirement in 2004.  
KÇ: I successfully finished Andover High School. After the high school, I continued my education in Stanford University 
with a pre-med degree. In my last year, I worked on a project to record a diskette, like podcast today called “Inside New 
Age.” Although we did not see many copies, the project helped me to get in the School of 
Medicine in Wayne State University in Detroit. In 1993, I finished my degree and have been 
working as a radiologist since then. 
MY: How about your other kids? What are they doing right now? 
AÇ: Our second kid, Timur, also finished Stanford with a bachelor’s in economics. He worked 
initially as a consultant but later established his own firm as an importer in Miami, FL. Our 
third child, Deniz, completed a Ph.D. in psychology and is practicing in New Jersey. Our 
youngest, finished his degree in Harvard and recently moved to New York.   
MY: Can we talk a bit about the Turkish community from 1970s to 2000s?  
AÇ: Since 1970s, we had an active social life among the Turkish community in Michigan. In 
1970s, we had a core 6-7 families meeting and socializing frequently. We would meet every 
weekend; our kids were buddies too. You would see traces of Turkish culture on these meetings, 
we would cook Turkish food, play Turkish music, and would talk Turkish all the time.  
KÇ: My best friends are kids of those families. I still see and talk to my friends from those times. The reason I and many of 
my friends talking Turkish fluently is those meetings, childhood friends, and that family atmosphere.  
MY: So, if you had such an active social group, why did you have the urge to establish a formal Turkish Association? 
AÇ: We were unable to effectively reach to and bring together those living in distant towns. In 1972, we formally 
established the TCCA with a board of females including Yıldız Hazneci and Nedret Tavlan. I was the secretary in that 
board. We would print newsletters, advertise our events in newspapers. The most important need that TCCA served those 
years was the problem of loneness, being away from home.  
MY: Can you tell the story of acquiring the property in Wixom? 
CÇ: In early 1980s, I and Kemal Göknar thought having a property is a crucial step to have an everlasting impact on 
Turkish community and TACAM. When an old church located in Wixom came to the market, we visited the property and 
decided to purchase it for $90,000 in 1982. 
AÇ: We started a fundraiser after purchasing the property. We called all of the Turkish community members and visited 
them personally to convince them to pledge $300, $500, even $1000 per person.  
MY: Dear Kaya, what do you remember as a kid from TACAM’s property? 
KÇ: First thing that comes to my mind related to the TACAM property is the New Year’s Eve parties. I also remember the 
Republic Day Balls that our parents would dress up and celebrate the anniversary of the Republic of Turkey. 
AÇ: We should also mention the Atatürk school. In those years, 8 to 12 kids would come to Turkish, history, music classes 
taught by volunteer teachers. Those classes were very instrumental in raising well-rounding Turkish American children. 
MY: I would like to thank you one more time for this wonderful conversation. We wish you the best in Florida and hope to 
see you back in Michigan. 

Mehmet Erdem Yaya 
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On the weekend of October 5-6, 2019, the 40th anniversary of Assembly of Turkish 
American Associations (ATAA) was celebrated with a conference as in Alexandria, Virginia. 
A large delegation from TACAM attended the conference.  

The ceremony started with putting a wreath in front of the Atatürk statue at the 
Embassy corner on the evening of October 4. A full day conference started the next day 
with the opening remarks by the ATAA president Gökhan Özalp. The keynote speakers 
included Prof. Dr. Emre Kongar and Amb. Şükrü Elekdağ. Panels related to the history and 
rise of Turkish American associations along with the centennial celebration of Turkish 
Independence War provided plenty of new 
information for the attendees. 

TACAM and Michigan delegation left an important mark in 
the conference. President of ATAA and TACAM Vice President 
Gökhan Özalp was a speaker at president’s panel along with 
ATAA and TACAM past President Nurten Ural. ATAA Vice 
President and TACAM secretary Nilüfer Esen-Bilgin moderated 
a panel on the impact of Turkish national movement on current 
politics with the participation of Dr. Emine Evered of MSU and 
Dr. Paul Kubicek of Oakland University. Finally TACAM 

president Mehmet E. Yaya discussed 
the challenges of local organizations 
in the last panel. 

The conference followed by an 
annual gala with live music. TACAM received a plaque for its outstanding service to 
the Turkish American community. A big congratulation goes to Nilüfer Esen-Bilgin 
for winning the elections for the secretary of ATAA. As its secretary she will be more 
involved with 
ATAA after 
having spent 
two years as the 
VP of the Mid-
Central region. 

The Turkish 
delegation also 

had an opportunity to visit the Turkish 
House in Virginia, home of ATAA. The 
new property will allow ATAA to advocate 
more effectively for Turkish American 
interests. 

The conference was a great event allowing the members to network, exchange ideas, and also have a little 
fun. Amazing keynote speakers Dr. Emre Kongar and Şükrü Elekdağ made the event even better. Michigan 
delegation had very memorable conversations with Professor Kongar. Prof. Kongar kindly signed several books 
to be auctioned during our Republic 
Ball event. 

Finally, we would like to remind all 
of you that like TACAM, ATAA relies 
on membership dues and it is our civic 
duty as Turkish Americans to support 
this umbrella organization. To become 
a member, you can visit 

https://ATAA.org/membership 
 
 

Mehmet E. Yaya

Turkish Michiganders with Emre Kongar at the gala dinner 

ATAA Board of directors at the gala dinner. Old treasurer, new President- elect Mazlum 
Koşma thanking the audience. 

L-R: B. Arslan, M. Özalp, Ö. Durgun, Ş. Köprücü, T. Bilgin, N. 
Esen-Bilgin, G. Günel, E. Persinger, İ. K. Geçkil, N. Ural, S. 
Laçin, E. Ural, G. Özalp, M. E. Yaya. 
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TACAM board members attended the Republic Day 
reception organized by the Turkish Consulate in Chicago. 
We met with the new Consul General Hon. Ayşe Selcan 
Şanlı and wished her the best of luck on her new position. 
We look forward to working with her in several issues 
pertinent to the Turkish American community living in 
Michigan. We also invited her to Michigan, our cultural 
center, and our new Atatürk Park.  

The reception was held in the Union League in 
downtown Chicago, and it was well attended by the 
members of the Turkish Americans as well as friends of 
Turkey. We had the opportunity to chat with Turkish 
business people as well as the representatives from other 
Turkish cultural associations in the region.  

 

 

 

2019’da Bir Yıldız Kaydı 

Did you know that Yıldız Kenter had performed in Ann Arbor?  

At the fall of 2019, we were saddened with the loss of the legendary actress of Turkish theater and cinema 
Yıldız Kenter (91). She performed plays in both English and Turkish in the US, the UK, Germany, the 
Netherlands, Denmark, Canada and Northern Cyprus. Kenter took the stage for more than 100 plays throughout 
her over 60-year-long career, and was honored many times by with 
international and national awards. 

With the organization of the 
University of Michigan Turkish 
Students Association (UM-TSA) it was a 
great opportunity for Turkish 
Michiganders in 1990s to watch her 
performance alive. Yıldız Kenter 
performed the internationally acclaimed 
I, Anatolia for one night on Sunday 
April 8, 1990 at Rackham auditorium.  Güngör Dilmen's play presents 16 
women from various civilizations that have mythically and actually 
controlled Asia Minor. The tickets were sold out and she had a standing 
ovation as usual. 

 In addition to the performance on 
Sunday evening, Kenter joined a panel 
discussion on “Turkish drama and women in 
Turkish history” at 3 pm on Monday in the 
Michigan League. The panel was moderated 
by sociology professor Fatma Müge Göçek. 

Thanks to Bahadır İnözü and Tayfun 
Akın, who were among the event organizers at that time, for sharing their 
pictures on facebook when she passed away on November 17. 

Michigan Daily, April 6, 1990, page 9 
https://digital.bentley.umich.edu/midai
ly/mdp.39015071754852/771 

Bahadır İnözü, Yıldız Kenter, and Tayfun 
Akın in front of the Rakham Building in 
Ann Arbor. 

L to R: Kerim Ali Yılmaz, Gökhan Őzalp, Yücel Tavolara, Mehmet E. 
Yaya, Ayşe Selcan Şanlı, R.Tayfun Bilgin. 

 

https://digital.bentley.umich.edu/midaily/mdp.39015071754852/771
https://digital.bentley.umich.edu/midaily/mdp.39015071754852/771
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 The relationship between the long term allies Turkey and the USA has come to a point in 2019 that the question of 
whether they are friends or foes has been asked frequently, which of course was very worrisome for many Turkish 
Americans. In the last couple of years the relations were not perfect anyway due to the issues like the USA refusing to 
expatriate Fetullah Gülen, imprisonment of the American pastor Andrew Brunson in Turkey, and the US support of the 
Kurdish terrorist groups YPG/ PKK at the Syria-Turkey border, but it became even worse when Turkey improved its 
friendship with Russia and announced the purchase of S-400 weapons system developed by Russia. This created a conflict 
with the Pentagon, caused the suspension of the agreement by which Turkey was to purchase American F-35 fighter jets. 
Turkey's argument was that the United States continually rejected Turkey’s requests to purchase the US built Patriot 
missile-defense system. The Russian S-400 system has more features and less expensive than the Patriot missile-defense 
system. US officials' concern is that the Russian system could potentially collect intelligence from the planes and gain 
indirect access to the F-35 program. This worry might be a bit overblown as the journalist Alex Ward mentioned in his 
article (1) that F-35s have already flown near China in the range of Russian systems.  

Russia started to deliver the parts of S-400 in October. Subsequently the US wanted to place more sanctions on 
Turkey. A bill called the “Countering America’s Adversaries 
Through Sanctions Act” requires the US to impose penalties on 
those that do business with Russia’s defense sector. It is very clear 
that sanctions will hit already devastated Turkey’s economy hard, 
scaring international investors and crippling Turkey’s aerospace 
and defense industry. More came when Turkey started the 
operation called Spring Peace, and launched troops in the Syrian 
border against the Kurdish YPG militia. This was done after the US 
declaration that the American troops were withdrawn from the 
area, and that was seen as in the US media as a betrayal to Kurdish   
and that now Turkey would slaughter them all. It was worrisome to 
see how such journalism was away from truth and mislead the US 
population with hate against Turks. No one mentioned that 20% of 
Turkey’s citizens are Kurdish living freely and peacefully, and that Turkey hosts more than 3.5 million Syrians refugees 
including Syrian Kurds since the start of war. Several photos and videos, later proven to be copied from conflicts in Syria 
and elsewhere, circulated in the media were falsely attributed to Turkish troops. President Trump's letter to Erdoğan was a 
tragic diplomatic scandal too!  

Portraying Turkey as the butcher of Kurds ignited the discussion about 1915 events especially during the seating for 
House Resolution 256 “Affirming the United States record on the Armenian Genocide,” which passed in the House of 
Congress by 405 to 11 on October 29. Apparently the Turkish Caucus in the Congress, once boasting 157 members, had now 
been disbanded.  Representative Ilhan Omar got lots of criticism from Armenian lobbyists since she voted against it stating 
that the US “first needs to worry about earlier mass slaughters,” including the trans-Atlantic slave trade and the genocide of 
native Americans, adding that “these historical crimes against humanity took the lives of hundreds of millions of 
indigenous people.”  

Before it was discussed at the Senate in November, President Erdoǧan visited the US meeting with President Trump 
and Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), who actually blocked the bill S. Res 150 on Nov 13. It was blocked from voting two 
more times by Senator David Perdue (R-GA) and Senator Kevin Cramer (R-ND) on Nov 21 and Dec 5, respectively. 
However, the Senate adopted S. Res 150 unanimously on Dec 12, 2019. The resolution, which  marks the first time that the 
Senate has recognized the Armenian Genocide officially, rejects Turkey’s denials of its genocide against Armenians, Greeks, 
Assyrians, Chaldeans, Syriacs, Arameans, Maronites, and other Christian nations. As Jeremy Saltz said in his article (2) “it 
is historically meaningless, as none of the people who voted for this resolution would have the slightest idea of what 
happened in late Ottoman history apart from what they have been told by the Armenian lobby.” Turkish Foreign Minister 
Mevlut Çavuşoǧlu also stated that the “U.S. Senate Resolution is nothing more than a political show. It is not legally 
binding and it has no validity whatsoever,”  

Because it is a nonbinding resolution, it does not require a signature of the President. However the message by the 
White House on Dec 19 stating that the State Department rebuked the Senate’s latest move to recognize the mass killing 
and deportation of the Armenians by the Ottoman Empire during the first half of the 20th century as genocide, releasing a 
statement that the administration continues to view the events as “one of the worst mass atrocities” was not the one 
Armenians were looking for.  

I think President Trump was honest when he said “We’ve been friends for a long time and a big fan of the President,” 
with R. Erdoǧan at his side, in the oval office, and later at their joint press conference.  This might be the only reason why 
relations between Turkey and the United States have not completely collapsed, despite soured severely over their 
disagreements on a host of issues. 

(1) https://www.vox.com/world/2019/4/11/18292070/usa-turkey-trump-erdogan-s400 
(2) https://ahtribune.com/us/3610-armenian-genocide.html                                                            

Hellas Journal Apr 8, 2019 

Nilüfer Esen-Bilgin 

https://www.vox.com/world/2019/4/11/18292070/usa-turkey-trump-erdogan-s400
https://ahtribune.com/us/3610-armenian-genocide.html
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The Republic Ball organized by TACAM was held 
in Regency Manor & Banquet Center on 
November 2, 2019. Republic Ball was attended by 
more than 220 distinguished guests. TACAM was 
also pleased to see so many students among the 
attendees. More than 50 Turkish students from 
universities and colleges in Michigan celebrated 
the event with us. 

The event featured a concert by Yılmaz 
Morgül, accompanied by Nişaniko on the 

keyboard, in collaboration with the Unimpeded Life Foundation of Turkey. The 
foundation’s president Mr. Atilla Kaplakarslan, vice-president Mr. Edip Önder, Ohio 
and California coordinators Mrs. Dilek Yıldız and Ms. Arzu Yonak attended the event. 

TACAM President Prof. Mehmet Erdem Yaya made his remarks following the 
minute of silence and national anthems. Mr. Kaplakarslan shared the activities of his 

charitable foundation undertaking in Turkey and 
presented a plaque to TACAM. Dr. Emine Evered 
presented her research on the importance of the 
republic and how the new Turkish nation dealt with 
health issues including malaria in 1920-30s. 

The entertainment started with Nişaniko who sang 
a few of those beautiful melodies from Turkey followed by 
Mr. Yılmaz Morgül for a night full of romantic and fast-
paced songs in the first part of the program. Tonmeister 
of the event was Mert Eǧilmez. 

During the break, TACAM finalized the silent auction and raffle where the guests 
excitedly listened to the numbers drawn to see if they win a prize which included a 50 inch 
Roku TV this year. We would like to thank all of our contributors for the gift cards, raffle 

and auction items, and monetary donations. 
During the night, Unimpeded Life Foundation of 

Turkey also auctioned a gold-plated 
Atatürk Statue and was able to raise funds 
for their cause successfully. 

Mr. Yılmaz Morgül started the second 
part of the program with two of our kids 
Bora Özalp and Arda Sarıoǧlu carrying a 

Turkish flag in their hands. Mr. Morgül was again entertained the guests with his 
repertuar. His red tuxedo specially prepared for this Midwest tour was quite 
elegant. The night ended with the presentation of a plaque to Mr. Morgül for his 
contribution to the ball by the Republic Ball Committee Chair Aynur Yeni and 
TACAM president Prof. Mehmet E. Yaya. 

The event was a big success, based on the survey done following the event about 95% of the participants were satisfied 
and enjoyed the night very much. It was one of the most elegant and well attended balls in the recent years ended with big 
smiles on our faces full of enjoyment.  

The Ball Comm. L-R: Kerim, İrem, Mehmet, Burçin, 
Aynur, Tayfun, Nilüfer, Tunç, Oya, Handan

U-M Students  
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 Celebration and Commemoration of 
Important Days  

  
1- Çanakkale Martyrs Memorial Day, Mar 17. 

Commemoration ceremony was after a Turkish 

breakfast. 

2- National Sovereignty and Children’s Day, April 

20. 

3- Youth and Sports Day. and Opening of Atatürk 

Park, May 19 (see pg. 10). 

4- Victory Day Celebration, Aug 31. The story of 

unheard heros of the war like Kara Fatma and 

others. 

5- Republic Day Ball, Nov 2, Regency Manor 

Banquet Center, in collaboration with 

Unimpeded Life Foundation of Turkey (see pg. 

16). 

6- Commemoration of Atatürk, Nov 10. Reading of 

Emre Kongar’s book about Nutuk. 

 Community Gatherings  

1- Meze & Music Night, Feb 2. 

2- Celebration of International Women`s Day with 
talks by Hülya Erol-Garvett and Beyza Tekeli 
Sarıoğlu, Mar 9. 

3- Turkish Breakfast, Mar 17. 

4- Spring Clean-up Apr 26-27. 

5- Turkish Breakfast & General Assembly, May 5. 

6- Mothers/Girls Night Out, May 10.  

7- Iftar Dinner at Pars Restaurant, May 31. 

8- Ramadan Fest Celebration, Jun 9.  
9- Kurban Bayramı Celebration, Aug 11. 

10- Luncheon Gathering at Zeytin Restaurant,  
Grand Rapids, Sep 7. 

11- Turkish Breakfast, Sep 22. 

12- TACAM Board members attended “Tea and 
Baklava Social organized by the Turkish Student 
Association in the University of Michigan (UM-
TSA) at the Turkish American Friendship Room 
in Shapiro Undergraduate Library, Ann Arbor, 
Oct 24. 

13- Turkish Breakfast and 
Backgammon Tournament, 
Dec 8.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Tayfun Bilgin giving a talk on Çanakkale Battles on Mar 17 

UM-TSA event at the Turkish American Friendship 
room 

Gathering at Zeytin Restaurant 

Kurban Bayramı Feast, BBQ by Yüksel Taṣkın 

Ramazan Bayramı hand kissing 

İftar Dinner 

April 23 Kids Choir 

Nov 10 Commemoration 
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Turkish Movie Nights  
1-  “Ahlat Aǧacı” 

2- “ Bizim İçin Şampiyon” 

 

Charity activities: 

1- Movie screening “Müzikli Bir Hikaye / A Story 
with Music” for the Cinema-4-a Cause project of 
Bridge to Turkiye Fund with the help of Michigan 
Circle on Mar 9 at TACAM. 
 

2- Movie screening “Umutlu Bir Hikaye / A Hopeful 

Story” for the Cinema-4-a Cause project of Bridge 

to Turkiye Fund with the help of Michigan Circle 

on Oct 25 at TACAM. 

3- We continue to support two Medical Students 

and one law school student in Turkey who were 

found eligible by ÇYDD. 

4- TACAM also supported one Turkish graduate 

student who are in financial need, at the Central 

Michigan University.   

Seminars: 

  -  “İstanbul’daki Osmanlı Türbeleri and Roma  
Eserleri” by Garo Laçin, Feb 17, TACAM. 

- Dr. Tayfun Bilgin gave a talk about Göbekli 

Tepe, an archeological site in southeastern 

Anatolia that drew worldwide attention in recent 

years, April 7, TACAM.              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Cinema-4-a Couse at the Women's 
Day Celebration 

Mine Özalp at the Mothers/Girls 
night out 

Göbekli Tepe seminar by Tayfun Bilgin 

The winner of the backgammon tournament Mustafa 
Ünüvar (left), and Özgür Aslan (2nd place) with 
Begüm Aslan and Nahide Ünüvar ( at the right). 

Turkish Delegates at the ATAA's Turkish 
House in Virginia. 

Aynur, Burçin, Nilüfer at 
the April 23 celebration 
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2019-2020 TACAM Board Members 

Executive Board: President Mehmet E. Yaya, Vice-President Gökhan Özalp,  

          Secretary Nilüfer Esen-Bilgin, Treasurer Tayfun Bilgin. 
 

Board of Directors: Aynur Yeni, Oya Tekeşin, Kerim Ali Yılmaz, Necmi Aydıntürk,  

       Handan Ege, Tunç Kulaksız, Burçin İsmailoğlu Yavuz  

Alternative Board Members: Serhat Eren, Mustafa Ünüvar, İrem Meyer 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We get the energy from you! 
Join our events and BECOME A MEMBER 

STRONGER TOGETHER Further 
 

 Join our mailing list tacam.org/about/contact/#contact-subscriber 
 Visit our site  tacam.org  
 Follow us on Facebook facebook.com/turkishamerican/timeline

Back: Tunç Kulaksız, Oya Tekeşin, Aynur Yeni, Burçin İsmailoğlu Yavuz, Kerim Ali Yılmaz, İrem Meyer, 
Mustafa Ünüvar 
Front: Tayfun Bilgin, Mehmet E. Yaya, Gökhan Özalp, Nilüfer Esen-Bilgin 

http://tacam.org/about/contact/#contact-subscriber
http://www.tacam.org/
http://www.facebook.com/turkishamerican/timeline

